
 

June 13, 2018 
 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen 
Department of Homeland Security 
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
 
RE: Request for 18-month extension and re-designation of TPS for Yemen 
 
Dear Secretary Nielsen: 
 
On behalf of the 141 undersigned national, state, and local faith-based organizations, as well as 515 faith 
leaders from across traditions, we respectfully urge you to extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for 
Yemen for another 18 months as well as redesignate in order to protect as many lives as possible from 
the country’s brutal conflict and humanitarian crisis. Our call is rooted in our country’s interfaith values. As 
Islamic doctrine teaches: “They love those who emigrated to them and find not any desire in their hearts 
of what the emigrants were given, but rather give them preference over themselves, even though they are 
in privation. Whoever is protected from the greediness of his own soul, then those will be successful.” 
(Surat Al-Hashr 59:9) 
 
A failure to extend TPS for Yemen for 18 months and redesignate would go against basic principles of 
human dignity, justice, and mercy. Approximately 1,100 Yemenis in the United States are protected by 
TPS today.1 Yemen was first designated for TPS in 2015 in response to the escalating violence in the 
country which erupted in the summer of 2014 when the Houthis began their takeover of Yemen and 
sparked a civil war.2 A coalition of regional actors led by Saudi Arabia intervened in March 2015, 
internationalizing and deepening the conflict.3 In the first few months of the war, 1.3 million civilians were 
displaced, 3,700 killed, and 18,000 injured.4 The war has created one of the most appalling humanitarian 
crises in the world, which prompted the 2017 18-month extension and redesignation of TPS.5 Today, 
armed conflict and extraordinary conditions are at the most devastating levels since the war began. 
According to the United Nations, the conflict has killed 10,000 people,6 though this is likely an undercount; 
the actual figure could be three times as high.7  
 
In addition to the devastating impact of the civil war, civilians away from the frontlines are still not safe 
from the war’s secondary effects.8 22 million Yemenis—roughly 75 percent of the population—are in need 
of some form of humanitarian assistance.9 Mass hunger has led to horrific suffering across the country 
and famine looms: 17.4 million Yemenis are food insecure, and of these, 8.4 million are severely food 
insecure, a number which could more than double by the year’s end according to the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.10 According to the Famine Early Warning System Network, 20 of 
Yemen’s 22 governorates are facing acute food insecurity, and large pockets of the country are currently 
facing an emergency.11   
 
Less than half of Yemen’s hospitals and medical centers are fully functional due to infrastructural damage 
and lack of supplies.12 This lack of health infrastructure, combined with the ongoing targeting of public 
water systems, has engendered the worst cholera outbreak ever recorded—over one million suspected 

                                                
1 Jill H. Wilson, Temporary Protected Status: Overview and Current Issues, CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE (Jan. 17, 2018), https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RS20844.pdf.  
2 80 Fed. Reg 53319 (Sept. 3, 2015), www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/09/03/2015-21881/designation-of-the-republic-of-yemen-for-temporary-protected-status.  
3 Id.  
4 Id.  
5 82 Fed. Reg. 859 (Jan. 4, 2017), www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/04/2016-31003/extension-and-redesignation-of-the-republic-of-yemen-for-temporary-protected-status.  
6 Kareem Shaheen, Yemen death toll has reached 10,000, UN says, THE GUARDIAN (Jan. 16, 2017), www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/16/yemen-war-death-toll-has-reached-10000-un-says.    
7 Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, www.acleddata.com/dashboard/#.   
8 Daniel Nikbakht and Sheena McKenzie, The Yemen war is the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, UN says, CNN (April 3, 2018), www.cnn.com/2018/04/03/middleeast/yemen-worlds-worst-
humanitarian-crisis-un-intl/index.html.  
9 Yemen: All Sides Fuel Humanitarian Crisis, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (Jan. 18, 2018), www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/18/yemen-all-sides-fuel-humanitarian-crisis; With 22 Million People across 
Yemen Suffering, $2.96 Billion Humanitarian Response Must Be Fully, Rapidly Funded, Secretary-General Tells Pledging Conference, UNITED NATIONS (April 3, 2018), 
www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18968.doc.htm.  
10 UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY RELIEF COORDINATOR MARK LOWCOCK: Statement on the situation in Yemen, 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ERC%20USG%20Mark%20Lowcock%20on%20Yemen%2024May2018.pdf.    
11 Yemen, FEWS NET (April 2018), http://fews.net/east-africa/yemen.   
12 Half of all health facilities in war-torn Yemen now closed; medicines urgently needed - UN, UN NEWS (March 28, 2017), https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/03/554212-half-all-health-
facilities-war-torn-yemen-now-closed-medicines-urgently-needed.    
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cases, resulting in over 2,000 deaths.13 Easily treatable diseases such as diphtheria and measles have 
also spread across multiple governorates,14 and these outbreaks are likely to worsen as the war 
continues. Overall, the humanitarian crisis has harmed children most severely; according to the 
international humanitarian organization Save the Children, over 130 Yemen children die per day from 
hunger and disease.15 
 
In light of the ongoing armed conflict and extraordinary conditions, we pray that you heed our call to 
redesignate TPS for Yemen to protect more recently arrived Yemenis and extend the designation for at 
least another 18 months. As people of faith, we are reminded of Leviticus 19:33-34, which tells us: “Any 
immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens. You must love them as 
yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.” 
 
TPS holders are an integral part of the fabric of our community; they are our neighbors, peacefully living 
their lives, caring for their families, and contributing to the U.S. economy. Failure to extend and 
redesignate TPS for Yemen would risk the lives of thousands of our neighbors as Yemen remains 
consumed by a brutal war that shocks the world’s conscience. We implore you to think about the moral 
imperative to love our neighbor and welcome the sojourner, particularly those fleeing violence. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Faith-based organizations: 

African American Ministers In Action 

Alliance of Baptists 

American Friends Service Committee 

American Jewish Committee - New York Regional Office 

Anti-Defamation League 

Apostle Immigrant Services 

Arizona Jews for Justice 

Arizona Justice For Our Neighbors 

As the Spirit Moves Us 

Bethel Encino ELCA 

Board Of Social Action, Plymouth Congregational Church 

BPFNA, Bautistas por la Paz 

Brothers and Sisters of Immigrants, Inc. 

Cabrini Immigrant Services of NYC 

Casa Reina 

Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Boston 

                                                
13 Emma Batha, Yemen risks new cholera outbreak as rainy season begins, REUTERS (May 3, 2018), www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-cholera/yemen-risks-new-cholera-outbreak-as-rainy-
season-begins-idUSKBN1I42T6.   
14 Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering April 2018, UN OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS (April 2018), 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201800409_Humanitarian_Update_Final.pdf.  
15 130 Children Are Dying Every Day in Yemen, Aid Group Says, BLOOMBERG NEWS (Nov. 16, 2017), www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-16/save-the-children-says-130-children-die-
every-day-in-yemen.  
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Catholic Charities of Northern Nevada 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Stockton 

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. 

Catholic Social Services, Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

Chapel Street Congregational Church 

Christian Reformed Church Office of Social Justice 

Church World Service 

CLDI 

Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice (CLUE) 

CLINIC Board 

Commission on Jewish Muslim Understanding of Rochester, NY 

Concerned Citizen 

Conference of Superiors of Men (Catholic) 

Congregation Beth Israel, New Orleans 

Congregation of Divine Providence 

Congregation of Sisters of St Agnes 

Congregation of St. Joseph 

Covina UMC 

DC-MD Justice for Our Neighbors 

Disciples Center for Public Witness (Disciples of Christ) 

Disciples Home Missions, Family and Children's Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Disciples Justice Action Network 

Disciples Refugee & Immigration Ministries 

Dominican Sisters Grand Rapids 

Dominican Sisters of Houston 

Ecumenical Poverty Initiative 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Faith in Public Life 

Farmworker Association of Florida, Inc. 

First Community Church 



 

First UMC of San Fernando 

Franciscan Action Network 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 

Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church 

Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart 

Haitian Community Partnership, Inc. 

Hispanic Apostolate 

Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant Justice 

InterReligious Task Force on Central America and Colombia 

Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors 

Islamic Center of Hawthorne 

Islamic Shura Council of Southern California 

James Boniface Burns Project 

Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester 

Jewish World Watch 

Justice For Our Neighbors East Texas 

Justice for Our Neighbors Houston 

Justice for Our Neighbors-Michigan 

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission, Capuchin Prov. of St. Joseph 

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Committee of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 

Justice, Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Priests of the Sacred Heart 

Kapa’a UCC 

La Comunidad, Inc. 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

Levita 

Little Sisters of the Assumption 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 

Mayflower United Church of Christ 

Mexican American Catholic College (MACC) 

Michigan Conference, UCC 



 

Michigan Conference, UCC 

Minister of Presbyterian Church USA 

Mount Grace Convent 

MPower Change 

National Council of Churches 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Justice for Our Neighbors 

National Religious Campaign Against Torture 

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice 

New Sanctuary Movement of Atlanta 

NHCUCC Immigrant and Refugee Support Group 

North Georgia Immigrant Justice 

Northbrook United Methodist Church 

Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Northern Illinois JFON - Aurora Clinic 

Northern Illinois Justice for Our Neighbors 

NYS Interfaith Network for Immigration Reform 

Office of Life, Justice & Peace, Archdiocese of Portland 

Office of Peace, Justice, and Ecological Integrity, Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

PCUSA- KIFA 

Pennsylvania Council of Churches 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Resurrection MCC 

Sacred Space 

Sadhana: Coalition of Progressive Hindus 

Saint Mark United Methodist Church 

Scalabrini International Migration Network 

School Sisters of Notre Dame - Central Pacific Province 

Shadow Rock UCC 

Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants, Inc. 



 

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 

Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sisters of Charity, BVM 

Sisters of Mercy 

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas - Institute Justice Team 

Sisters of Mercy South Central Community 

Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Community 

Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities 

Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester 

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood Leadership Team 

Southwest Conference/United Church of Christ 

Sunrise UMC 

Tacoma Community House 

The Episcopal Church 

The United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society 

Thrive International Programs 

Throop Unitarian Universalist 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ) 

United Church of Christ 

United Church of Christ, Justice and Local Church Ministries 

United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries 

United Methodist Church 

Universal Presbyterian Church 

Virginia Council of Churches 

Westview Christian Church 

Wheaton Franciscan Justice and Peace Office 

Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual (WATER) 

Woodside Church United Church of Christ 



 

Workers for Racial and Ethnic Solidarity 

 

Faith Leaders: 

 

National 
 
Sister Patricia Chappell, Pax Christi USA 
Rev. Jonathan Britt, St. Thomas Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Chuck Currie, Pacific University Center for Peace and Spirituality 
Sr. Rose Therese Nolta, Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters, USA-JPIC 
Mr. Andrew Lang, Open and Affirming Coalition, United Church of Christ 
Sister Bernadine Karge, Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa 
Sister Janice Cebula, Sisters of St. Francis 
Rabbi Dr. David Fox Sandmel, ADL 
General Secretary Thomas Kemper, Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church 
Reverend Jimmie Hawkins, Presbyterian Office of Public Witness 
Mr. Jonathan Boyne, Universalist 
The Rev. Elice Higginbotham, United Church of Christ 
Rev. LeDayne Polaski, Park Road Baptist  
Executive Director Gerry Lee, Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
Dr. Mary E. Hunt, Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual (WATER) 
Sister Doreen Glynn, sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Albany Province 
Director Lawrence Couch, National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
Sr. Brigid Lawlor, Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, US Provinces 
Ms Patricia Howard, Bowling Green First Baptist Church 
Sister Marjorie White, Sisters of St. Joseph, TOSF 
Rev Precious Owusu-Boateng, Universal Presbyterian Church 
Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS 
Sister Mary K. Mahowald, Sisters of St. Francis 
Reverend Leslie Watson Malachi, African American Ministers In Action 
Rabbi Leah Berkowitz, Vassar Temple 
Sister Eileen Gannon, Dominican Sisters 
Reverend Jimmie Hawkins, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz, VBM 
Sister Carmella Campione, Congregation of Saint Joseph 
Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, United Church of Christ 
The Reverend Randy Orso, Interfaith LGBTI Clergy Association 
Rev. Caroline Hamilton-Arnold, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston, Disciples Justice Action Network 
Past President Carol Blythe, Alliance of Baptists 
Rev. Jason Smith, Alliance of Baptists 
 
Arizona 
 
Rev. Bill Remmel, St. Frances Cabrini 
Bishop Elias Galvan, United Methodist Church 
Dr. Siraj Mufti, Muslim Community Center Tucson 
Grace Bunker, Casas Adobes Congregational UCC 
Lay Leader Randolph Decker, Rincon 
Rev. Dr. John Herman, Desert Palm United Church of Christ 
Rev. Doug Bland, Community Christian 
Rev. Frank Bergen, Episcopal Church of St. Matthew 
Rev. Teresa Jones, Sacred Space 
Rev. Richard C. Doerrer-Peacock, Desert Palm United Church of Christ 
Sister Selena Petersen-Keesecker, Guadalupe Iglesia Presbiteriana 



 

Rev. Kenneth Heintzelman, Shadow Rock UCC 
Pastor Don Benton, Sunrise UMC 
 
Arkansas 
 
Rev. Stephen Copley, Faith Voices Arkansas 
The Rev. Joyce Hardy, Christ Episcopal Church 
 
California 
 
The Rev. Alene Campbell-Langdell, All Saints’ Episcopal 
MS Eva Seligman-Kennard, Jewish Community 
Sister Elaine Sanchez, Sisters of the Holy Family 
Rev Sandi John, Chico First Baptist Church 
The Rev. Susan Champion, Christ the Lord Episcopal Church 
Dr. Donald Rothberg, Spirit Rock Meditation Center 
Rev. Jan Chase, Unity Church of Pomona 
Rev, Sandie Richards, First United Methodist Church of San Fernando 
Rev. Sophia DeWitt, First Congregational Church of Alameda 
Sister Diane Smith, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Rev. James Conn, Church in Ocean Park (United Methodist) 
Rev. Mary Will, United Methodist Church 
Rev. Elizabeth Griswold, Parkside Community Church 
Ms. J Angell, Federated 
Rev. John Fernandes, Roman Catholic 
Rev. Dr. Arlend Nehring, Eden United Church of Christ 
The Rev. Wilma Reichard, United Church of Christ 
Roshi Angie Boissevain, Floating Zendo 
Rev. Patricia Wood, Mountain Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Rabbi Jonathan Klein 
Rev. Kristi Denham, Congregational Church of Belmont, UCC 
Rev. David Farley, Director of Justice & Compassion Ministries, Cal-Pac Conference, United Methodist 
Church 
Pastor Lyda Eddington, La Tijera United Methodist Church 
Rev. Jason Bense, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
Rev. Steve Jerbi, Bethel Encino ELCA 
The Rev. James Boline, St Paul's Lutheran Church ELCA 
Rev. Heidi Worthen Gamble, Pacific Presbytery, PC(USA) 
Rev. Melinda Teter Dodge, Los Altos UMC 
Rabbi Miriyam Glazer, American Jewish University 
Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels, Beth Shir Shalom 
The Rev. Francisco Garcia, Holy Faith Episcopal Church 
Rev. Kirsten Linford, Westwood Hills Congregational UCC 
Rev. Emily Lin, Chinese Community UMC 
Rev. Sian Wiltshire, Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Colwell, Knox Presbyterian Church 
Sister Jo'Ann De Quattro, Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus & Mary 
Rabbi Jim Kaufman james kaufman, Temple Beth Hillel 
Rabbi Jocee Hudson, Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Rev. Mary Jo Bradshaw , Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Paul Elder, St. Aidan's Episcopal Church 
Rev. Diane Mettam, United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Gail Labovitz, American Jewish University 
Rev. Rebecca Bijur, Unitarian Universalist 
Imam Mustafa Umar, Islamic Institute of Orange County 
Rabbi Suzanne Singer, Temple Beth El 



 

Sister Laetitia Bordes SH, Society of Helpers 
Rabbi Joshua Levine-Grater, CLUE 
Rev. Greta Sesheta, Los Angeles 
Rev. Joe Roos, Peace Mennonite Fellowship 
Rabbi Amy Bernstein, Kehillat Israel 
Sister Diane Hejna, Sisters of St Joseph of Orange 
Ministerial Candidate Millie Phillips, First UU Society of San Francisco 
Deacon Roberto Vazquez, St. John Chrysostom Church 
Shaykh Suhail Mulla, Islamic Society West Valley 
Dr. Helene Slessarev-Jamir, Covina United Methodist Church 
Dr. Grace Dyrness, All Saints Church Pasadena 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett, United Methodist  
Rev. Felicia Parazaider, The Revolution of Love Ministry & Movement 
Rabbi Ruth Sohn, IKAR 
Rabbi Dev Noily, Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb, Shomeret Shalom Global Congregation 
The Rev. Dr. Paul Tellstrom, Irvine United Congregational Church 
Reverend Janet Gollery McKeithen, The Church in Ocean Park, United Methodist Church 
Dr. Susan Stouffer, United University Church 
Rev. Dr. Lothair Green, UMC Pastor 
Reverend Father William Connor, Saint Pancratius Catholic Church 
Rabbi Mel Gottlieb, Beth Jacob 
Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller, Hillel at UCLA 
Patricia Krommer CSJ, Member Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Pastor, Fr Chris Ponnet, St. Camillus Catholic Center  
Rev. Gary Bernard  Williams, Saint Mark United Methodist Church 
Rev. Frank Wulf, Echo Park United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Dr. Miriyam Glazer, AJU 
Rev. Dr. Mark Richardson, First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dr. Allison Tanner, Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church 
Sr. Catherine Minhoto, Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Western American Province 
Rev. Fred Morris, North Hills UMC Hispanic Mission 
 
Colorado 
 
Rabbi Deborah Bronstein, Congregation Har HaShem 
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Cairn Christian Church 
Reverend Jeffrey Babb, Grace UMC 
 
Connecticut 
 
Sister Maryann Mueller, Felician Sisters of North America 
Rev. Deacon Thomas Mariconda, Regional Deacon Naugatuck Valley-Episcopal 
Rabbi Marci Bellows, Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek 
Rev Tisha M. Branch, Golden Hill UMC 
Vestry Member Andrea Wells, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
Rabbi Debra Cantor, B'nai Tikvoh-Sholom 
Sr. Elaine Betoncourt CSJ, Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery/West Hartford CT 
Linda Pepe, CSJ, Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery 
The Reverend Ronald Kolanowski, St. Peter's Church 
Rev. Joseph Blotz, First Church in Mansfield UCC 
Professor Mary Clark Moschella, North Guilford Congregational Church 
 
Delaware 
 
Rev. Dr. Tom Pasmore, Avenue United Methodist Church 



 

Rev. Dr. Lyle J. Dykstra, Member New Castle Presbytery 
 
Florida 
 
Deacon Steven Beumer, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Ms. Mabel Hernandez, UCC 
Rev. Charles May, St. Peter Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. Robert Carpenter, Penney Memorial Church 
Rev. Brad Lutz, Church of the Palms UCC 
 
Georgia 
 
Linda Jones, Barnesville First United Methodist Church  
Dr. Sandra McQueen, Rock Spring Presbyterian 
Rev. Tom Hagood, Columbia Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Leeann Culbreath, St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 
Rev. Dr. Marvin L Morgan, First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Rev. Bonnie Underwood, Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 
 
Hawai’i 
 
The Rev. Jeannie Thompson, Kapa’a United Church of Christ  
Rev. Amy Wake, Trinity United Methodist Church 
 
Idaho 
 
The Rev. Robert Spencer 
 
Illinois 
 
Rev. Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren 
Sister Marcelline Koch, Dominican Sisters of Springfield  
Rev. Cheryl Green, Cheryl L. Green Ministries International  
Sr. Sharon Zayac, Dominican Sister of Springfield 
Sr. Kathlyn Mulcahy, OP, Dominican Sisters of Springfield 
Sister Maryclare Fichtner, Dominican of Springfield 
Sr. Rose Mary Meyer, Sisters of Charity, BVM 
Mrs. Jeanne Sattler, Workers for Racial and Ethnic Solidarity 
Rev. Kara Wagner Sherer, St. John's Episcopal Church 
Sr. Georgene Wilson, OSF, D.Min., Wheaton Franciscan Sisters 
Mrs. Anne Hilofsky, Associate, Dominican Sisters of Springfield 
Sister Mary Carr, Dominican Sisters 
Rev. Sara Wohlleb, United Church of Christ 
Mr. Tom Cordaro, Pax Christi Illinois 
Sister Lupita Cordero, School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Rev. Krista Paradiso, Elston Avenue United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Brant Rosen, Tzedek Chicago 
Rev. Paula Cripps-Vallejo, Humboldt Park UMC 
Rev. Dr. Marvin L Morgan, St. John Evangelical United Church of Christ 
Rev. Dr.  Taigen Dan Leighton, Soto Zen Buddhist Temple, Ancient Dragon Zen Gate 
Sister Benita Coffey OSB, Benedictine Sisters of Chicago 
Sister Janet Luecke, Sisters of St. Francis 
Sister Bernadine Karge, Dominican Sister of Sinsinawa 
Social Action Fay Wilson, Wesley United Methodist 
Rev. Linda Lutter, Annunciation 
 



 

Indiana 
 
Ann Jones, First Presbyterian 
Rev. Dr. Will Hine, Central Christian Church (DOC) 
Rev. Rebecca Zelensky, Central Christian Church (DOC) 
Sr Mary Dolan, Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet  
Reverend Darren Cushman Wood, North United Methodist Church 
Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ Linda McKiernan-Allen, West Street Christian Church 
 
Iowa 
 
Sister Teri Hadro, BVM, Sisters of Charity, BVM 
Rev. Jim Dale, First United Methodist Church 
Ms. Barbara  Dale, First Methodist Church 
Vicar Cindy Myatt, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran  
Sr. Mary L Anglin, Sisters of Charity 
 
Kansas 
 
Rev. Dr. Ruth Rosell, Prairie Baptist Church and Central Baptist Theological Seminary 
Elder Ken Grenz, Valley View  
Sister Therese Bangert 
Reverend Judy R. Voss, United Methodist 
Rev. Charles R. Claycomb, Clergy, United Methodist Church 
Mr. Patrick Cameron, Mennonite Church of the Servant 
 
Kentucky 
 
Rev. Dr. Donna Morton, United Methodist Church 
The Rev. Anne Vouga, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 
Rev. Donna Aros, Frankfort St Paul UMC 
Rev. Christian Iosso, Grace-Hope Presbyterian Church 
 
Louisiana 
 
Dr. Susan Weishar, Jesuit Social Research Institute 
 
Maine 
 
Sister Juanita Robichaud, Franciscan of Mary 
Rev Genevieve Sprinkle 
Dr. Peter Harris, Treetop Zen Center 
The Rev. Shantia Wright-Gray, United Church of Christ 
 
Maryland 
 
Rev. Julie Wilson, Centennial Memorial UMC 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Christian Church Capital Area 
The Rev. Charles Hoffacker, St. John's Episcopal Church 
Rabbi Gerald Serotta, Shirat HaNefesh 
Rev. Kimberly McDowell, University Park Church of the Brethren 
Prioress Sister Patricia Kirk, Benedictine Sisters of Baltimore 
Rev./Chaplain Patricia Hollinger, Church of the Brethren/Quaker 
Ms. Veronica Fellerath-Lowell, Pax Christi-St. John the Baptist 
Rev. Kenneth Hawes, Hughes United Methodist Church 
Rev. Pat Jones, Living Water 



 

Rev. Dr. Raymond Moreland, Calvary UM Church 
The Reverend Mary Garner, St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Dr. Eli McCarthy, St. Camillus Parish 
Missions Member Gwendolyn Raphael, The Inter-Faith Chapel 
Mrs. Nancy Zang, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Pastor Ed Whetstone, Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Vicky Whetstone, Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
Massachusetts 
 
Rev. Steve Garnaas-Holmes, St. Matthew's United Methodist Church  
Margaret McLaughlin, MFIC 
Rev. Jennifer Valentine, First Congregational Church of Southampton, UCC 
Rev. Eliot Moss, Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
Rev. Aileen DiBenedetto, Christ Episcopal Church 
Rabbi Michael Rothbaum, Congregation Beth Elohim 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Congregation Dorshei Tzedek 
Dr. Abdul Cader Asmal, Islamic Council of New England 
Mr. James Reed, First Congregational Church of Rockport 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Petersen, Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries 
Rev. Dr. Charlene Zuill, United Methodist Church 
Cantor Vera Broekhuysen, Temple Emanu-El of Haverhill 
Bishop Susan Hassinger, United Methodist Church 
 
Michigan 
 
Rev. Kerry Taylor-Snyder, First Congregational Church UCC Jackson 
Rev Katherine Culpepper, First Presbyterian Church 
Rev. David C Morton, Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
Bishop David Bard, Michigan Area of The United Methodist Church 
Rev. Kerry Taylor-Snyder, First Congregational Church UCC 
Rev. Becky Bolander, American Lutheran Church 
Rev. Paul Perez, Michigan Conference of The United Methodist Church 
Rev. Robert Langseth, Faith Lutheran 
Rev. John Baumgartner, Edgewood United Church UCC 
Rev. Laura Speiran, Clarkston United Methodist 
Rev. Renee Roederer, Northside Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Robert T. Anderson, MSU Rel 
Rev. Kendall Brown, Woodside (ABC/UCC) 
Rev. Liz Miller, Edgewood United Church UCC 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Kehillat Etz Chayim of Huntington Woods  
The Rev. Susan Sprowls, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. Jill Russell, Hope Church, RCA 
Rev. George Covintree, Chairperson, Board of Justice, Michigan Area, United Methodist Church 
 
Minnesota 
 
Rev. Mary Kay Sauter, UCC Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Wohlrabe, NW MN Synod ELCA 
Mr. David Scherer, Redeemer Lutheran  
The Rev. Dr. Paula Nordhem, United Church of Christ 
Rev. Barbara Martin, Union Congregational United Church of Christ 
Rev. Corrine Haulotte, Lutheran Campus Center 
Rev. Mary Kay Sauter, Plymouth Congregational 
Reverend Rex McKee, Saint Mary's Episcopal Church 
Rev. T. Michael Rock, Robbinsdale United Church of Christ 



 

Rev. Dr. Carl Caskey, Northfield United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Emma Kippley-Ogman, Macalester College 
Ms. Mary Kozmik, St Paul’s Monastery  
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw, Mayflower United Church of Christ 
Rev. Howard Bell, Mayflower UCC 
Inquirer Martin Erickson, Mayflower Community Congregational Church, UCC 
Rev Dwight Wagenius, Mayflower UCC 
Rev. Richard Sellers, Mayflower UCC 
 
Mississippi 
 
Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kimmel, University Baptist  
 
Missouri 
 
Sr. Danielle Bonetti, CSJ Danielle Bonetti, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Rabbi Lane Steinger, Shir Hadash Reconstructionist Community 
Sister Carol Boschert, Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O'Fallon, MO 
Sister Janice Bader, Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
Rev. Charles Bahn, Brentwood Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Joyce Holley, Unity Village Chapel 
 
Montana 
 
Rev. Michael Mulberry, Billings First Congregational Church (UCC) 
Sister Mary Dostal, Ursuline Sisters of Western Province 
Moderator Lyla Dyer, Billings First Congregational, UCC 
 
Nebraska 
 
Rev. Dr. Scott Jones, First Central Congregational Church 
 
Nevada 
 
The Rev. C. Brent Hoy-Bianchi, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd  
The Reverend Ann Langevin, Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 
 
New Hampshire  
 
The Reverend Johanna Young, St. John's Episcopal Church 
Recorded Minister Marian Baker, Weare/Henniker Friends Meeting (Quakers) 
 
New Jersey 
 
Rev. Dr. Justin Nickel 
Reverend Pamela Werner, St. James Lutheran 
Rev. Julie Yarborough, Christ Church 
Rev. Dr. William Cook,  Elder, United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Elliott Tepperman, Bnai Keshet 
Rabbi David Greenstein, Congregation Shomrei Emunah 
The Rev. Fr. Peter De Franco, OSB, The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist 
Rabbi Sally J. Priesand, Rabbi Emerita, Monmouth Reform Temple 
Rabbi Ruth Gais, Chavurat Lamdeinu 
Rabbi Elliott Tepperman, Bnai Keshet 
Rev. Sara Lilja, Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry  
Rabbi David Greenstein, Congregation Shomrei Emunah, Montclair 



 

The Rev. Elizabeth Myers, Episcopal Church 
 
New Mexico 
 
Rev. Sue Joiner, First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Reverend Judy Bierbaum 
Deacon Martha Phillips, United Church of Christ  
Rev. Len Schreiner, Ecumenical Catholic Communion 
The Rev. Dru Ferguson, St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
 
New York 
 
Rev. Karen Jackson, Project Hospitality 
Reverend Leslie Merlin, Presbyterian Church USA 
Rev. Kathy Donley, Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Sr. Carol De Angelo, Sisters of Charity of New York 
Sister Doreen Glynn, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Albany Province 
Rev. Ned Wight, UU Congregation at Shelter Rock 
Elder Maria Studer, FPC of Levittown 
Rev. Yolanda Mapes, Mighty Companions Ministries 
Sister Susanne Lachapelle, Coordinator JPIC  Little Sisters of the Assumption Susanne Lachapelle, Little 
Sisters of the Assumption 
Fr. William Cooper, St. Thomas' Church 
Rev Rev John Long, First Presbyterian Church 
Mr Jerry Rivers, Church of Christ 
Rev. Kay Woike, Church of the Nativity UCC 
Rev. Taryn Mattice, Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell University 
Sr. Virginia Wilkinson, Sisters of the Presentation of the BVM 
Sister Yliana Hernandez, Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Sister Joan Agro, Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt 
Sister Louise Alff, Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities 
The Rev. Elizabeth Maxwell, Church of the Ascension 
Ms. Jone Lewis, Society for Ethical Culture (Brooklyn, Riverdale-Yonkers) 
Rev. Dr. Richard Gilbert, First Universalist Church 
Rev. Arlene Wilhelm, Reformed Church in America 
Rev. Elaine Page, Community Christian Church 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg, Greater NY Labor-Religion Coalition 
Rabbi Kerry Chaplin, Lab/Shul 
Mr. Alden Sprague, Bethany Presbyterian Church 
Elder Maria Studer, FPC Levittown 
Rev. David C. Nethercott David Nethercott, First United Church 
Rabbi Jeffrey Marker, Park Slope Jewish Center and Flatbush Jewish Center  
Rabbi Michael Feinberg, Greater NY Labor-Religion Coalition 
Br. Michael Potvin-Frost, Order of Franciscan Hermits 
Fr. William Cooper, St. Thomas Episcopal 
Sr. Judith Garson, Society of the Sacred Heart 
Rabbi Dr. Barat Ellma 
Father John P. Duffell, Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
Jewish Community Relations Director Karen Elam, Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester 
Rabbi Mark Hurvitz 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
Sister Charla Commins, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Rabbi Alan Katz, Temple Sinai 
Sister Karen Gaube, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Brother Anthony Zuba, Capuchin Franciscans, Church of the Good Shepherd 
Pastor Adlerette Kebreau, Jesus is Lord Ministry 



 

Sister Judith Garson, Society of the Sacred Heart 
Sister Mary Bookman, Sisters of St. Joseph 
Reverend John Long, First Presbyterian Church 
Rabbi Drorah Setel, Temple Emanu-El 
Sister Marguerite E. Donovan, CSJ, Donovan, CSJ Marguerite E. 
Rabbi Gabriel Kretzmer-Seed, Chaplain, Mount Sinai Beth Israel Hospital 
Rabbi Irving Greenberg, Hebrew Institute of Riverdale 
Member Diana Stewart, Community Church of NY, Unitarian Universalist 
Sister Annette Allain, Little Sisters of the Assumption 
Rev Kris Bjerke-Ulliman, St Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sister Maureen Mastine maureen mastine, Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet 
Rev. Dr. Richard Gilbert, First Universalist Church of Rochester 
Elder Maria Studer, FPC Levittown 
Reverend John Long, First Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Raymond Rivera, LPAC/Sanctuary Church 
Rev. Kay Woike, Church of the Nativity UCC 
 
North Carolina 
 
The Rev. Dr. Anne Gilson 
The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Copeland, North Carolina Council of Churches 
Rev Steve Hickle, Open Table United Methodist 
The Rev Christine Payden-Travers, Episcopal Priest 
Rev. Julie Peeples, Congregational UCC 
Rev. Stephen Roach Knight, Transform Network 
Rev. Dr. Anne Gilson, St. Philip's 
Rev.  Paula Clayton Dempsey, Mars Hill Baptist Church 
Rabbi Philip Bentley, Agudas Israel 
Rev. Melody Pajak, Land of the Sky United Church of Christ 
Rev. Jaye White, NC Conference UMC Staff Member 
Rev. Susan Steinberg, United Church of Chapel Hill 
Rev. Dr. Anne Gilson, St. Philips Episcopal Church 
 
Ohio 
 
Rev. Dr. Dwight Davidson, United Church of Granville 
Deacon Leo Bistak, D. Min., St. Malachi 
Rev. Suzanne Allen, United Methodist 
Rev. Patricia Jefferis, MIddleburg Hts. Community Church United Church of Christ 
Rev. Kate Shaner, First Community Church 
Reverend Rachel Hollander, SpiritStone Spiritual Center 
Sr. Charlotte Hobelman, SND Charlotte Hobelman, Sisters of Notre Dame 
Deacon Leo Bistak, D. Min., St. Malachi 
Rev. Paul Baumer, First Community Church 
Sister Sheila Marie Tobbe, Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland 
Sr. Andrea Koverman, SC Andrea Koverman, Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
Sister Carren Herring, Sisters of Mercy 
Sr. Karen J. Hartman, SFP, Franciscan Sisters of the Poor 
Rev. Rebecca Tollefson, Grace Community Fellowship 
Rev. Dawn Swartz, Broad Street United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Jessica Shimberg, The Little Minyan Kehilah 
Rev. Kayla Bonewell, Church of the Open Arms & Cathedral of Hope OKC 
 
Oklahoma 
 
Rev. Kayla Bonewell, Church of the Open Arms & Cathedral of Hope OKC 



 

Rev. Chris Moore, Fellowship Congregational UCC 
Rev. Dr. B. Gordon Edwards, Cimarron Presbytery - PC(USA) 
 
Oregon 
 
Rabbi Debra Kolodny, Portland's UnShul 
Pastor Rod Stafford, Portland Mennonite Church 
Rev. Marcia Stanard, Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Willamette Falls 
Mrs. Chris Kondrat, St. Pius Catholic 
Rev. M. Lynne Smouse, Ainsworth United Church of Christ 
Rev. Robyn Hartwig, St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dave Bean, Pioneer United Methodist Church 
Rev. Cecil Prescod, Ainsworth United Church of Christ 
Rev. Jeanne Randall-Bodman, Kairos-Milwaukie United Church of Christ 
Mr. Kenneth Crouse, First Congregational UCC 
Rev. Melanie Oommen, First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Rev. Mary Sue Evers, Cedar Hills United Church of Christ 
 
Pennsylvania  
 
Rabbi David Mivasair, Ahavat Olam Synagogue 
Rev. Ross Carmichael, St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
 Allan Wysocki, St. Paul Lutheran, York 
Rev. Linda Theophilus, Emmanuel Lutheran 
The Rev. Canon Maria Tjeltveit, Episcopal Church of the Mediator 
Ms. Vonny Eckman, St. Paul's United Church of Christ 
Rev. Paul Hagedorn, ELCA 
Rev. Sandra Strauss, Market Square Presbyterian Church 
Sister Mary McMahon, Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart 
Believer Teewende Sandwidi, Catholics of Camp Hill 
Rev. Paul Hagedorn, ELCA 
Sister Colleen Dauerbach, Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill 
Pastor Allan Wysocki, Christ Lutheran, York 
Rabbi Beth Janus, Germantown Jewish Centre 
Rev. John Sosnowski, Christ Church, Ithan 
Rev. Linda Theophilus, Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Eastmont 
Rabbi Maurice Harris, Reconstructing Judaism 
Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Reconstructing Judaism 
Bill Gawors, Verger Bill Gawors, St Andrew's Episcopal Church 
Sr. Frances Murray, OSF, Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Ms. Vonny Eckman, St, Paul's United Church of Christ 
Rabbi Meryl Crean, Mishkan Shalom 
Rabbi Robert Tabak 
Rabbi Linda Holtzman, Tikkun Olam Chavurah 
 
Puerto Rico 
 
Rev. Felipe Lozada-Montañez, Caribbean Synod ELCA 
 
Rhode Island 
 
Rev. Kurt Walker, Chapel Street Congregational Church 
Rev. Dr. David Ames, St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
Reverend Michael Coburn, Church of the Ascension 
Rev. Susan Stiles, St. Augustine's Episcopal Chapel at URI 
Rev. Esther Irish, The Baptist Church in Warren 



 

The Reverend Janet M. Cooper Nelson, Chaplain, Brown University 
Rev. Ebony Grisom,  
Sister Mary Pendergast, Sisters of Mercy 
Rabbi Barry Dolinger, Congregation Beth Sholom 
Rev. Kurt Walker, Chapel St. Congregational Church 
Rev. Dr. David Ames, St. Martin's Episcopal Church 
 
Tennessee  
 
Rev. Ayanna Watkins, Freedom’s Chapel Christian Church 
Pastor Carolyn Dipboye, Grace Covenant Church of Oak Ridge 
Acharya Christine Bates, Embracing Simplicity Nashville 
Rev. Merrilee Wineinger, Edgehill UMC 
 
Texas 
 
Reverend Dr. Neil Cazares-Thomas, Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ 
Vestry Liberty Ford, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 
Rev. Megan Peglar, University Christian Church 
Rabbi Nancy Kasten, Temple Emanu-El 
Sister Ceil Roeger, Dominican Sisters of Houston  
Rabbi Mike Comins, TorahTrek 
Rev. Dr. Paul Ziese, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr. Clay Brantley, Grace Presbytery 
Dr. Clotilde Pichon, St. Mary's Catholic Center  
Sister JT Dwyer, Daughters of Charity 
Rev. Megan Danner, Southwestern University 
Rev. Dr. Karen Boehk, Coastal Bend District 
Dr. Arturo Chavez, Mexican American Catholic College, MACC 
Mr. John Howard, Jr., St Paul’s UMC 
Rev. Vickey Gibbs, Resurrection MCC 
Mr. Tarek Ghandour, None  
Rev. Chris Jimmerson, First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin 
Dr. Jack Levison, Religion Professor 
Rev. Jonathan Page, First Congregational Church 
Sr. Patricia Connolly, Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
 
Utah 
 
Sister Laura Santos, Sisters of the Holy Cross 
Rev. Steven Klemz, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
Vermont 
 
Rev. Mary Lee-Clark, Second Congregational Church, UCC 
The Venerable Catherine Cooke, Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
Rev. Dr. Linda Maloney 
 
Virginia 
 
Co-Chair Kathy Scheimer, NOVA Catholic Community 
Rev. Sarah Scherschligt, Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr.  David Hindman, Locust Grove and Mt. Zion UMCs 
Rev. Rodney Hunter, Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church 
Elder Betty Rahal, Vienna Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Eric Anspaugh , Antioch COB 



 

Rev. Dr. John D.  Copenhaver, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
Washington 
 
Rev. Jeannine Daggett, ELCA  
Rev. Catharine Cline, United Church in University Place 
Rev. Terry Kyllo, Neighbors In Faith 
Rev. Dr. David Schoen, United Church of Christ 
Rev. Anne Hall, Lutheran Church in the San Juans 
The Rev. Rachel Endicott, Christ Episcopal Church 
Rabbi Jill  Borodin, Congregation Beth Shalom 
Gregory Speltz, St. Patrick Catholic 
Rev. Dr. Lyda Pierce, United Methodist Pacific Northwest Conference 
Rev. Mark Lancaster, Generous Heart Sangha 
Rev. Janine Goodrich, American Lutheran Church 
Dr. Ethan Bergman, First Lutheran Church 
 

Washington, DC 
 
Bro. Brian McLauchlin, Divine Word Missionaries 
Sister Marge Clark, BVM Marge Clark, Sisters of Charity 
Rabbi  Elizabeth Richman, Jews United for Justice 
Co-President Marie Dennis, Pax Christi International 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea, National City Christian Church 
Reverend Marion Wright, The United Church 
Rev. Dr. Earl Trent Jr., Florida Ave Baptist Church 
Rev. Mark Schaefer, American University 
Reverend  Elijah  Zehyoue, Calvary Baptist Church 
 
West Virginia 
 
Rev. Dr. Bob Wilkins, United Methodist Church 
 
Wisconsin 
 
Rev. Tina Lang, First United Methodist 
Reverend Nicole Blanks, Delafield Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Rebecca Ninke, Brooklyn Lutheran  
Rev. Dione Miller, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. Glenn Danz, St. Paul's UCC-Erin 
Sister Grace Golata, SSSF 
 Donna Veatch, First United Methodist Church 
The Rev. Kate Byrd, Christ Church  
Rev. Bruce Cheever, Fox Point Lutheran Church 
Pastor Todd Smith, First United Lutheran Church 
Rev. Deacon Nancy Lanman, Central United Methodist Church 
 
 


