






K. Guatemala: Submission to the UN Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women. Human Rights Watch, October 14, 2022. This 
article confirms the prevalence of street gangs, including the two factions of the 18 
and Mara Salvatrucha 13 (MS-13) throughout Guatemala, along with an 
"inadequate and discriminatory police response" to the gangs' acts of violence. It 
also confirms the frequency of sexual violence against young girls in Guatemala, 
stating that as of July 2022, there were 1,323 pregnancies in girls between 10 and 
14 years old. "The country still lags well behind the rest of the region in recognizing 
women's rights ... "                                                                                 160-171

L. Femicides Increase by 31 % in Guatemala During 2021. The Rio Times, 
September 15, 2021. This article confirms "the little attention that the [Guatemalan] 
authorities give to the threats and intimidations against women .. .lead to homicides 
against them." It also states that the most committed crime in Guatemala "during 
recent years is violence against women." Registered femicides in Guatemala saw 
an increase of 31 % between January and August 2021, with 43 registered femicides 
in August alone. " ... in those eight months of 2021, 396 women were murdered in 
Guatemala."               173-74

M. 'I am tired of it': Femicides Spark Outrage Across Guatemala. Aljazeera, 
Sandra Cuffe, October 10, 2020. This article confirms the high number of women 
killed in Guatemala in 2020 alone, stating more than 3,000 women and girls have 
been killed since 2015, adding that the overwhelming majority of these cases 
remain unsolved, further proving that the Guatemalan government is unwilling and 
unable to protect Guatemalan women and children. It also cites the forty-one 
teenage girls who burned to death inside a state-run facility and 15 others who were 
injured in that same facility on March 8, 2017. These girls had reported being 
sexually assaulted and forced into prostitution in the Hogar Segura Virgen de la 
Asuncion shelter, but their protests were ignored.          176-181

N. How Guatemalan Women Are Taking the Endemic of Gender Violence into 
Their Own Hands. Remezcla, Maria Ines Taracena, February 3, 2020. This article 
confirms that Guatemala is the country in the region with one of the largest number 
of gender-based murders, with an average of 62 women murdered in Guatemala 
every month and that since 2016, some 2,500 women and girls were killed. "There 
is an undeniable war against women and girls in Guatemala." It also speaks to the 
government's unwillingness to support and protect Guatemalan women and 
children, "often referring to the feminist movement as a public enemy." 183-92

O. UN Experts Concerned by Guatemala's Proposed 'Backward Step' for 
Women's Rights. United Nations Human Rights Off ce of the High 
Commissioner, June 19, 2020. This article expresses the UN experts' concern over 
proposals to substitute Guatemala's highest-ranking institution on women's rights, 
citing the impact moving to a lower ranking institution would have on women's 
rights in Guatemala.                194-97
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