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DATE

VIA EMAIL: Submit over email (consult this website for email addresses for OPLA) or via ICE EService. 


Re: Request for Exercise of Prosecutorial Discretion for HRZ, A xxx xxx xxx
[bookmark: _Hlk130206146]I am the attorney of record for Ms. HRZ, a native and citizen of Honduras.  Ms. RZ is scheduled for an individual hearing before the Hyattsville immigration court on August 1, 2023.  I write to request that your office join a motion to dismiss proceedings on behalf of Ms. RZ. 
Facts and Procedural Background
Ms. RZ is a native and citizen of Honduras, born on xxxx.  Ms. RZ suffered greatly in her home country.  When Ms. RZ was a young woman, she was coerced into participation in a sex trafficking ring.  She was falsely promised that she would be paid well for this work, but instead she was barely provided any money and she was threatened to never talk about what she was being forced to do.  She finally managed to extricate herself from this situation, but has continued to be harassed and stalked over the years.  
In May 2013, Ms. RZ became involved in an evangelical church in her neighborhood, called xxx.  The church became a source of great comfort and support for her, as she found solace in the Biblical teachings.  She attended church on a regular basis, at least twice a week and sometimes more often. She and the other church members would read the Bible, pray, and dance together as a sign of their adoration for God.  This church would often pray for the neighborhood to be liberated from gang control. 
Beginning in late December 2017, gang members from the Mara 18 began to charge Ms. RZ a tax for using her car in their neighborhood.  While Ms. RZ did pay this tax on many occasions, in February 2018 she refused to do so. As a result of her refusal to pay the tax, gang members threatened her and stabbed her in her left leg.  They referenced her Christian faith during this attack, telling her that she was “Christian trash” and that they were with the devil.  Following this attack, Ms. RZ sought medical treatment and also filed a police report.  Almost immediately after she filed the report, she was threatened again by gang members who became aware that she had done so.  They told her that they would cut her body into small pieces in retaliation for what she had done. Ms. RZ believes that the police officers themselves informed the gang that she had filed the report. 
Terrified and fearing for her life, Ms. RZ decided to flee to the United States.  She passed a credible fear interview while in detention.  Ms. RZ missed her initial immigration court hearing in February 2020 but she successfully reopened proceedings once she established exceptional circumstances for her failure to appear. She filed an I-589 application for asylum as part of her motion and she completed her biometrics in May 2021.  
In the past five years, Ms. RZ has established her life in the United States.  She is mother to a U.S. citizen son, X, who is almost two years old. She now has a supportive partner and has received treatment to help her deal with the trauma she endured in Honduras. She has no criminal record and there are no adverse factors for consideration in this particular case. 
We include the following documents in support of our request: 
· Proposed Joint Motion and Sample Order to Dismiss Proceedings (Word Document)

PDF of supporting evidence, including: 

· Psychological evaluation of Dr. CN, confirming the trauma that Ms. R endured in Honduras and diagnosing her with major depressive disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
· Birth certificate for XX, Ms. RZ’ U.S. citizen son. 
· Letter from Catholic Charities, confirming that Ms. RZ received intensive case services as a member of the Trafficking Victims Assistance Program. 

We respectfully request that you consider the individual circumstances of Ms. RZ’s case and favorably exercise prosecutorial discretion.  Ms. RZ is not a priority for enforcement, as she has resided in the United States since 2018. There are no national security concerns with respect to this case. Ms. RZ has no criminal history and no arrests or convictions.  She is a loving mother to a U.S. citizen child who needs her in the United States. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that your office join a motion to dismiss proceedings on behalf of Ms. RZ. Thank you for your consideration of this request.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Sincerely, 

Attorney/Rep Name



