TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS
FOR CAMEROON
I. WHAT IS TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS?

Temporary Protected Status, or TPS, was established by Congress through the Immigration Act of 1990.1 TPS is
intended to protect foreign nationals in the United States from being returned to their home country if returning would
put them at risk of violence, disease or death.2 Under the law, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, or DHS, may designate a foreign country for TPS in three scenarios:3
A. Ongoing armed conflict (such as a civil war) poses a serious threat to the personal safety of nationals of
the affected country;4
B. An environmental disaster (such as an earthquake or hurricane) or an epidemic occurs, and the affected
country is temporarily unable to handle the return of its citizens and has requested TPS for its nationals;5 or
C. Other extraordinary and temporary conditions prevent people from the country from safely returning
home, as long as it is not against the national interest of the United States to allow them to remain.6
TPS may be designated or extended in six, 12 or 18-month increments.7 At least 60 days before the end of a
designation period, the DHS Secretary must review country conditions in consultation with appropriate agencies
of the government, like the U.S. State Department, and determine whether conditions warrant designation.8 The
decision must be published on a timely basis in the Federal Register.9 Under the law, TPS may be extended as many
times as necessary, as long as the dangerous country conditions continue.10 A country can also be redesignated for
TPS either simultaneously with an extension or independently.11
Nationals of a TPS-designated country and people without nationality who last lived in a TPS-designated
country are eligible for TPS if they were physically in the United States when the designation was made and meet
certain requirements.12 If granted, recipients are temporarily protected from deportation and may receive work
authorization to support themselves while they remain in the United States.13 TPS does not provide a path to lawful
permanent resident status or citizenship.14
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II. HOW MANY CAMEROONIAN NATIONALS WOULD BE
PROTECTED BY TPS?
An estimated 38,790 Cameroonian nationals living in the United States could potentially benefit from a TPS
designation for Cameroon.15

III. WHY SHOULD TPS FOR CAMEROON BE DESIGNATED
IMMEDIATELY?

Cameroon should be immediately designated for an 18-month TPS grant due to ongoing armed conflict and
extraordinary conditions that make safe return impossible at this time. Cameroonian civilians are currently caught
between multiple, deadly armed conflicts involving the government, Anglophone separatists, and Boko Haram,
a terrorist group based near the Cameroon-Nigeria border.16 More than 730,000 people in Cameroon have
attempted to flee the violence of the conflicts in the past three years.17 Boko Haram is particularly known for its
suicide bombings in crowded civilian areas, such as schools, markets, mosques, churches and refugee camps, and
for using children in attacks.18
According to Human Rights Watch, an estimated 3.9 million people in Cameroon are in need of humanitarian
assistance.19 Of the half a million people internally displaced, 89 percent were displaced by armed conflict, 64
percent of which are children under eighteen.20 Those displaced are often to move to locations experiencing
drought, floods, and epidemics of cholera and COVID-19.21 Humanitarian workers are also not exempt from the
conflict, with workers targeted for kidnappings and sometimes killed.22 An increase of more than 350,000 refugees
from Nigeria and the Central African Republic since 2017 has also overwhelmed social services and resources
in eastern Cameroon, worsening the existing shortages of food, water, housing and healthcare.23 Prior to the
additional stressors of the pandemic, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimated that 1.1 million
people would experience severe to acute food insecurity in 2020.24 Schools are purposefully targeted by Boko
Haram, including the kidnapping and torture of students and teachers as well as school bombings.25 More than
800,000 children in the Anglophone regions alone are out of school due to the conflict between separatists and the
Cameroonian government forces.26
The humanitarian emergencies and armed conflict in Cameroon is further compounded by the COVID-19 global
pandemic. Violence and heavy rains have degraded infrastructure such as roads, bridges and checkpoints that are
essential to deliver humanitarian aid and pandemic relief.27 As the pandemic began to intensify in March 2020,
UNICEF estimated that 255 of the 7,421 health facilities in the areas of highest conflict were already not- or only
partially functional due to violence.28 Cameroon has one doctor for every 10,000 people.29
The violence between separatists, Boko Haram, and government forces has severely disrupted the country’s
COVID-19 response capacity.30 The Cameroonian government has also been under criticism for lack of
transparency on the misuse of millions of dollars in pandemic relief funds.31 As of last fall, medical workers reported
that hospitals had seen no additional aid or construction for new facilities, resulting in limited bed space, a lack of
personal protective equipment and a decreased ability to treat patients.32 Some attempts to distribute hand sanitizer,
masks and other protective materials by non-governmental groups have been politicized and even disrupted by the
ruling party.33 The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have marked Cameroon as a Level 4, or
“Very High Level” of COVID-19, advising people to avoid all travel to Cameroon.34

2

This resource provided by the Catholic Legal Immigration Network. For more resources, visit cliniclegal.org/tps (updated January 2021)

IV. WHY IS TPS FOR CAMEROON IN LINE WITH AMERICAN
VALUES AND INTERESTS?
Congress established TPS to provide life-saving protection to people who, if deported, would be at risk of harm or
death.35 It is a statutory embodiment of the international principle of nonrefoulement, a commitment that the United
States will not return people to countries where their lives or freedom would be threatened.36 This commitment,
stemming from the aftermath of World War II, also underpins U.S. refugee and asylum laws.37

By protecting people’s lives and granting work authorization, TPS serves key national and regional security interests,
advances moral and strategic U.S. engagement with the international community, and provides other benefits to
the United States. The United States has noted the importance of partnership with Cameroon in regional stability
and combating ongoing terrorism in the region.38 The United States has invested hundreds of millions in aid to
Cameroon, as well as resources aimed at protecting human rights.39 In September 2020, the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations announced a resolution condemning violence and human rights abuses by Cameroonian security
forces, including suppression of free speech, detainment of government critics, sexual violence, torture, extrajudicial
killings, and the burning of entire villages.40 TPS would serve as a key and strategic part of our commitment to human
rights and international stability, safeguarding Cameroonians in the United States from return to these dangerous
conditions.41
In general, TPS holders make significant contributions to the U.S. economy, working in key industries such as health
care and paying into the U.S. GDP, Social Security and Medicare.42 Many TPS holders are essential workers,
serving on the frontlines of the COVID-19 crisis.43 TPS holders also send vital remittances to family and friends in
countries of origin, providing unofficial foreign aid that allows people to meet their basic needs and helps stabilize
countries and regions.44 Remittances to African nations are already expected to plummet by 25 percent this year
due to COVID-19.45 A TPS designation for Cameroon would help keep life-saving financial support flowing into the
country.
Our commitment as a nation and a people to protect and welcome those in need is why Congress created TPS, and
why we must use it now.
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