
There are three important exemptions for testing 
based on age and long-term residence: 
 
(a) If you are over 50 and have lived in the United 
States as a Permanent Resident for periods totaling at 
least 20 years, you do not have to take the English 
test.  You do have to take the civics test in the 
language of your choice. 
 
(b) If you are over 55 and have lived in the United 
States as a Permanent Resident for periods totaling at 
least 15 years, you do not have to take the English 
test.  You do have to take the civics test in the 
language of your choice. 
 
(c) If you are over 65 and have lived in the United 
States as a Permanent Resident for periods totaling at 
least 20 years, you do not have to take the English 
test, but you do have to take a simpler version of the 
civics test in the language of your choice. 
 
 
(Excerpted from the USCIS Guide to Naturalization, page 26) 
 


